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N3C BRIEFING 31 March 1954
THE NILITARY SITUATION IN TONKIN

a sajor asssult

on Dien Blen Phu will ocour by § April. The Viet Mioh is expected to
take advantage of the dark of the moon, and the period of greatest
darkness will begin on 2 Aprii. _

Viet Minh forces there apparently have completed most of their
@rapagggéggﬁ for an attack, Trenches have appyroached to within 350
yards of some French positions snd now fors a mare coupletely around
the central couplex. Strongpoint lsabelle to ta&‘spnth is virtuslly a
surrounded by this treanch system. Our army attaché in Hanoi reports
that recent photos show present entreachments on a far grester scale
and much closer than those around Cabrislle and Beatrice prior to the
enemy 's successful attacks there. Jerisl recoanaissance shows a sig-
nificant build-up of c¢lose-in artillery and wortar positioans.

Although every indication polints to an imminent attack, General
Kavarre has suggested the poseibility that the esemy may choose instead
a prolonged "smotheriny action.” Im this case, coantinuved artillery
and mortar harassamenst of the Fremch positions could be expected,
together with intensified efforts to kmock out Fremch air sapport
and thus deny sapplies t0 the bastion.

Hoanwhile, about 13,000 eneny

25X1
troops -~ presusably receant recrults which had been undergoing train-

ing -~ are woving from the southwest and north of the Toankin delta
to reiaforce at Dien Bien Phu. Their arrival ;b#ggﬁvgyla rzi&& enmmyj%qu-
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strength to about 47,300,

Approved For Release 2002/08/28 : Cl v




25X1

25X1

Approved For Release 2002/0875-‘: CIA-RDP79R00890A000200050029-9

4.2-

The Viet Minh is continuing to move supplies into the Dien Bien

Phu aren.

The problem of evacuating Preuch cssualties grows wore serious
daily. The daily rate of wounded iz about 70. fome of the casualties
are ambulatory and can be treated locally, but the rate of seriously
wounded s5till exceeds evacuation capabilities, and at last report
there were 90 cases requiring urgent evacuation. GConeral Navarre
doubts that his radio gpgeulﬁ to the Viet Miph for safe passage for
ambulance plasnes will be homored., He belleves that the eneny hopesn
thus to mske him yleld for humanitariam reasons, but he states that
even 3,000 casualties would not make him do so.

Our service attachés 1o Saigon stated on 28 March their combined
opinion 28 of that date was that the Prench can and will hold at Dien
Bien Phu. They believed that streagth-wise and defensively the
French were in a good position, amd that their margin of superiority
when the sttack came would be in air support. They pointed out,

however, that good flyisg weather remsined an ilmportant facter.
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in the Toakin delta,

211 major units formerly outside the defeonse perimeter have now
infiltrated. This would bring Viet Ninh regular strength there to
about 20,000, whereas several weeks ago it was in the neighborbood
of 13,000, 1Ir addition, an estimated 55,000 irregular troops are
there, whose quality and capabilitiss often approach those of the
regulars .
, _ . , 25X1
The rail and highway communications between Haiphong and Hanoi

bave beern 2 major target in recent wesks and the flow of supplies has

been seriously disrupted.

Ambushes of Prench Union troops are &

daily routine, and these with other guerrills and sabotage tactics

are expected to increasne .

25X1

o ey

‘*@P}-‘R P79R00890A000200050029-9

2

Approved For Release 20



